Alumni Feedback
“The Clinical Scholars program brought
out the best of my personal skills while
honing my professional skills.”
— Kavita Patel, M.D., M.S.H.S.,
director of the Health Policy Program,
New American Foundation

“I would absolutely recommend the
Clinical Scholars program. There is no
other program that has the eclectic, policy
relevant, systems-thinking, advocacyoriented, collaborative curriculum that
this program has. It was invaluable to my
career.”
— Kimberly Rask, M.D., Ph.D., director
of the Emory Center on Health Outcomes
and Quality, associate professor of health
policy and management, and associate
professor of medicine at Emory University.

“The mentorship and networking
opportunities the Clinical Scholars
program offers are stellar.” “As a scholar, I
learned all about research methodology,
which gave me a foundation that’s been
absolutely pivotal to my career.”
— R. “Mort” Wasserman, M.D., M.P.H.,
professor of pediatrics at the University of
Vermont and director of Pediatric Research
in Office Settings (PROS), the practice-based
research network of the American Academy
of Pediatrics.

“[The program] gave me a foundation in
research and policy that complemented
my clinical training and developed my
critical thinking skills.”
— Esa Davis, M.D., M.P.H., assistant
professor in the department of family
medicine, division of research, at Case
Western Reserve University.

Examples of Recent Publications
by Scholars
Yun, Katherine (2009-11, Yale
University), Lurie N, and Hyde PS.
“Moving Mental Health into the
Disaster-Preparedness Spotlight.” The
New England Journal of Medicine. August
11, 2010 (10.1056/NEJMp1008304)

Lesser, Lenard (2009-11, UCLA),
Bazemore AW. “Improving the delivery
of preventive services to Medicare
beneficiaries.” Journal of the American
Medical Association. 2009 Dec
23;302(24):2699-700. PubMed
PMID:20040560.

Kullgren, Jeffrey T. (2009-11,
University of Pennsylvania), Galbraith
Alison A, et al. “Health care use and
decision-making among lower-income
families in high-deductible health
insurance plans.” Archives of Internal
Medicine. 2010.

Padela, Aasim (2008-11, University of
Michigan). “Emergency Medical
Practice: Advancing Cultural
Competence and Reducing Health Care
Disparities.” Journal of Emergency
Medicine, January 2009, Vol. 16, No. 1 •
www.aemj.org
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Program Graduates have gone on to become:

2009 Clinical Scholars National Meeting - La Jolla, California

Our Mission
We seek to develop physician leaders who will create change
while preserving a commitment to service and patients. The
program offers a university-based post-residency training
program at four participating universities:
University of California,
at Los Angeles

Robert H. Brook, M.D., Sc.D.
co-director
Carol M. Mangione, M.D., M.S.P.H.
co-director
Kenneth C. Wells, M.D., M.P.H.
co-director
e-mail: csp@mednet.ucla.edu
http://www.hsrcenter.ucla.edu/csp

University of Pennsylvania

Katrina Armstrong, M.D., M.S.C.E.
co-director
Joshua P. Metlay, M.D., Ph.D.
co-director
e-mail: rwjcsp@cceb.med.upenn.edu
http://www.med.upenn.edu/rwjcsp

About the Program

University of Michigan

Rodney A. Hayward, M.D.
director
Matthew Davis, M.D., MAPP
co-director
Michele Heisler, M.D., MPA
co-director
e-mail: rwjcsp@umich.edu
http://www.med.umich.edu/csp

Yale University

Harlan M. Krumholz, M.D.
director
Rani Desai, PhD, MPH
co-director
Cary Gross, MD
co-director
e-mail: rwjscholars@yale.edu
http://rwjcsp.yale.edu

For more than three decades the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
(RWJF) Clinical Scholars program has led the transformation of
health and health care in the United States. Graduates take
positions in U.S. health and academic medicine, public health
and other leadership roles as physician leaders. Scholars will
conduct innovative research and work with communities,
organizations, practitioners and policy-makers on issues
important to the health and health care of all Americans.
Up to 20 Scholars will be selected. The foundation is funding
up to 10 positions and the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs
(VA) will support another 10 positions through VA Medical
Centers affiliated with the participating universities. The
program provides an unmatched opportunity to pursue two
years of master’s degree graduate level of study with generous
funding and ample protected time for research and scholarship.
The first year RWJF scholar stipend is $62,000 with an increase
the second year. The VA salaries in some cases will be higher.
Scholars graduate with skills in health policy, leadership, and
health services and community-based participatory research
methods.

Leaders of major federal, state and local health entities (including
David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D., FAAFP, FACPM, FACP, director,
Satcher Health Leadership Institute, director, Center of
Excellence on Health Disparities, Poussaint-Satcher-Cosby Chair
in Mental Health Morehouse School of Medicine, and 16th
Surgeon General of the United States, Joseph Thompson, M.D.,
director, Arkansas Center for Health Improvement, David
Gifford, M.D., M.P.H., director, Rhode Island Department of
Health, and Nicole Lurie, M.D., M.S.P.H., Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services).
Foundation and hospital CEOs and presidents (including Gary
Gottlieb, M.D., M.B.A., president and CEO, Partners
HealthCare, Mark Smith, M.D., M.B.A., president and CEO,
California HealthCare Foundation and Robert K. Ross, M.D.,
president and CEO, California Endowment)
Leaders in the fields of health services research and health
economics (including Marie McCormick, M.D., Sc.D., Sumner
and Esther Feldberg Professor of Maternal and Child Health,
Harvard School of Public Health, Barbara Vickrey, M.D., M.P.H.,
Vice Chair, Academic Affairs, Neurology Department and
Professor, Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior,
University of California at Los Angeles/VA Greater Los Angeles
Healthcare System and Robert Dittus, M.D., M.P.H., director at
the Center for Health Services Research, Albert and Bernard
Werthan Professor of Medicine, and professor of medicine at
Vanderbilt University.)
The RWJF Clinical Scholars national program office (NPO)
provides overall direction, technical assistance and development
of core curriculum for the Clinical Scholars program. The NPO is
located at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the
Department of Social Medicine. The program director is
Desmond Runyan, M.D., Dr.P.H.
The RWJF Clinical Scholars program has a national advisory
committee (NAC) that is involved in a wide range of activities
including program design, scholar selection, training site selection
and training site oversight. Committee members are national
leaders in health and health care who have been selected not only
because of their prestige but their commitment to the goals of this
program and its Scholars.

What
Scholars
Do

Scholars are brought together annually for a
national meeting to forge lasting relationships
while fostering networking, discussing research
and seeking to change the health care system. In
addition, scholars are supported to attend
professional meetings to present their research
and cultivate relationships with colleagues
engaged in similar research.

Mentorship Each Scholar is assigned a NAC mentor by

Scholar preference who will discuss career
development. The NAC mentor will meet with
the Scholar at the program’s annual meeting,
and will be available throughout the year.

How to
Apply

Apply to the RWJF Clinical Scholars program
and join the best and the brightest physicians
from every corner of the nation for an
unmatched opportunity to make an impact on
health care in this country. We will select up to
20 scholars in 2011 for appointments beginning
July 1, 2012.
Physicians who meet the eligibility requirements
may apply online through the website at
http://rwjcsp.unc.edu
or contact the national program office at The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:
Kristin Siebenaler, M.P.A., deputy director
Phone: (919) 843-1351
e-mail: rwjcsp_admin@med.unc.edu
Deadline: February 28, 2011
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Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, M.D., M.B.A., president
and CEO of the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and Clinical Scholars alum,
believes that the Clinical Scholars program
helped catapult her career by allowing her to
do policy work in an academic medical setting.
“As a Clinical Scholar, I was encouraged to
‘analyze’ the health care system in a new and
innovative way – one that allowed me to
describe health care beyond the clinical realm.”

Photo courtesy of the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation

She also praises the program for providing a “network of mentors and
an environment of true collaboration. It was exceptional. For anyone
who wants to be a catalyst for change in the health and health care of
our country, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Clinical Scholars
program is an excellent opportunity to do so.”

