Executive Search Consulting

Department of Public Health Sciences
Department of Surgery
Assistant or Associate Professor
August 2013

The Position and Opportunity
The University of Virginia Department of Public Health Sciences, Division of Patient
Outcomes, Policy, and Epidemiological Research and the Department of Surgery seek
applicants for a tenure eligible Assistant or Associate Professor. This position is part of a
highly productive partnership focusing on surgical outcomes and health services research.
The position would help lead the Surgical Outcomes Research Center and
develop/sustain an independent research agenda including extramural funding. The
incumbent would also collaborate with other members of the Department of Surgery and
contribute to teaching and student mentoring in the Department of Public Health
Sciences. This position is part of a strategic expansion by the institution to expand
outcomes research and health services research capacity. The incumbent will have the
support of, and collaboration with experienced, funded, investigators and the opportunity
to help shape this unique collaboration with the Department of Surgery. Rank is
dependent upon experience.
Public Health Sciences provides comprehensive and multi-disciplinary scientific and
analytical services to the University of Virginia School of Medicine through its Divisions
of Biomedical Informatics; Biostatistics; Translational Research and Applied Statistics;
and Patient Outcomes, Policy and Epidemiologic Research. The Department offers two
master degrees, an MS in Clinical Research and an MPH. Successful candidates will
contribute to the design and implementation of the graduate education curriculum; teach
intermediate and advanced graduate level methods courses, conduct research, and
advance scholarship in their area of expertise.
Qualifications
Candidates must have an earned doctoral degree in patient outcomes research, health
services research, or related field, and must also have a strong publications record in
patient outcomes and health services research. Individuals who have not completed
doctoral training will not be considered.
In addition, candidates must have strong quantitative and methodological expertise and
must possess excellent oral and written communication skills.
Applicants with an existing extramurally funded research program, serving as principal
investigator for a grant awarded by NIH or AHRQ, are preferred. Preference will also be
given to candidates whose research includes patient outcomes, clinical effectiveness, or
research that assesses the benefits and harms of preventive, diagnostic, therapeutic, or
health delivery system interventions to inform decision making.
Experience in the following areas is preferred: advanced skills in statistical programming
using SAS and/or R; analysis of cancer registry data, surgery registry data, administrative
data bases, national health surveys or analysis of epidemiologic cohort student data;
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conducting health services research using Medicare claims data; use of advanced
epidemiologic, statistical and/or economic methods used to analyze large data bases.
Applications and Nominations
We invite both nominations and applications. Review of applications commences
September 1, 2013. The search will remain open until the position is filled. All
communications will be kept in strict confidence.
If you would like to nominate a candidate, have a question about the position, the search,
or the application process, please do not hesitate to contact:
Jay Scott
Managing Director
CBO Partners
700 Harris Street, Suite 203
Charlottesville, VA 22903
Phone: 434-951-9080
Toll Free Fax: 866-298-9081
or by email at: jay@cbopartners.com
To apply:
1) Visit https://jobs.virginia.edu
2) Click the "Search Postings" button on the left side of the page.
3) Enter "0609278" in the "Posting Number" field
4) Click the "Search" button at the bottom of the page
5) The position "Assistant or Associate Professor of Public Health Sciences" will appear.
Click on "View".
6) Click on "Apply for this position"
7) Complete a Candidate Profile online, attach a cover letter, curriculum vitae and contact
information for three references.
The University of Virginia is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.
Women, minorities, veterans and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply.
Overview
The University of Virginia School of Medicine is part of the University of Virginia
Health System (UVAHS) based in Charlottesville, Virginia located approximately 100
miles southwest of Washington, D.C. and 70 miles northwest of Richmond, Virginia. The
University of Virginia was founded by Thomas Jefferson in 1819 and the School of
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Medicine was subsequently established in 1824 and was one of the first ten medical
schools established in the United States.
The UVAHS underwent an extensive strategic planning process during 2012. This
process identified increased clinical research as a mechanism to strengthen and
distinguish the clinical programs of the entire UVAHS. The strategic plan focuses
significant new resources primarily on three initial Clinical Centers of Excellence.
Through the development of these initial Centers of Excellence, the UVAHS intends to
ultimately increase the quality and reputation of the entire system by following the
models introduced and tested in these centers. The three initial centers identified in the
strategic plan are Cancer, Cardiovascular Medicine and Neurosciences.
The Department of Public Health Sciences is the home for faculty with expertise in
clinical effectiveness research as well as in the management of large clinical datasets,
including the UVAHS Clinical Data Repository where clinical data from across the
UVAHS are aggregated and made available for research purposes. This new position is
aligned with the new strategic mission of the Health System to energize innovative
clinical research efforts.
Charlottesville, Va.
The City of Charlottesville is located in west Central Virginia, approximately 100 miles
southwest of Washington, D.C. and 70 miles northwest of Richmond, Virginia. Situated
within the upper Piedmont Plateau, at the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains and at
the headwaters of the Rivanna River, Charlottesville was established as a town in 1762
by the Virginia General Assembly, and was incorporated as an independent city in 1888.
As a result of eight annexations, the most recent of which was effective in 1968, the City
now encompasses a land area of 10.4 square miles.
Charlottesville serves as the economic, cultural, and educational center of a multi-county
region in Central Virginia. In 1981, the Bureau of the Census recognized the
Charlottesville area as a Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA). The SMSA
includes the City of Charlottesville and the counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene, and
Nelson. The 2004 Census listed the population of the City around 40,000 and the
Charlottesville SMSA population of nearly 200,000. (For more statistics on
Charlottesville, see Community Profile.)
(Above section taken directly from the City of Charlottesville’s website. Additional
information can be found at http://www.charlottesville.org and at
http://www.albemarle.org/)
University of Virginia
Thomas Jefferson founded the University of Virginia in 1819. He wished the publiclysupported school to have a national character and stature. Jefferson envisioned a new
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kind of university, one dedicated to educating leaders in practical affairs and public
service rather than for professions in the classroom and pulpit exclusively. It was the first
nonsectarian university in the United States and the first to use the elective course
system.
Jefferson considered the founding of the University to be one of his greatest
achievements. Undertaking the project toward the end of his life—after a long, illustrious
career that included serving as a colonial revolutionary, political leader, writer, architect,
inventor, and horticulturalist—he was closely involved in the University's design. He
planned the curriculum, recruited the first faculty, and designed the Academical Village,
a terraced green space surrounded by residential and academic buildings, gardens, and the
majestic center-point—the Rotunda. The most recognizable symbol of the University, the
Rotunda stands at the north end of the Lawn and is half the height and width of the
Pantheon in Rome, which was the primary inspiration for the building. The Lawn and the
Rotunda have served as models for similar designs of "centralized green areas" at
universities across the United States.
The University opened for classes in 1825 with a faculty of eight and a student body
numbering sixty-eight. Jefferson took great pains to recruit the most highly qualified
faculty, five of whom were found in England and three in the United States. Instruction
was offered in ancient languages, modern languages, mathematics, moral philosophy,
natural philosophy, chemistry, law, and medicine. The students came from the American
South and West; interestingly, though, most were not Virginians.
Jefferson opposed the granting of degrees on the grounds that they were "artificial
embellishments." In 1824, however, the Board of Visitors authorized granting the master
of arts degree. The doctor of medicine, or M.D., was awarded to the first graduates of the
School of Medicine in 1828, and the bachelor of laws degree, or LL.B., was first awarded
for law school graduates in 1842. The bachelor's degree was awarded beginning in 1849,
but became the standard undergraduate degree and a prerequisite for the master's degree
in 1899, bringing the University into conformity with other institutions of higher
learning. The Ph.D. has been awarded since 1883.
In the August 2009 U.S. News rankings of best colleges, the University of Virginia
ranked the No. 2 best public university in the nation. U.Va. continues to rank in the Top
25 among the best of all national universities, public and private. In the twenty-two years
that U.Va. has been ranked by U.S. News, the University has never dropped from the Top
25 group, and in the twelve years since U.S. News began ranking public universities as a
separate category, the University has ranked either No. 1 or No. 2. Read more.
The many highlights of the 2000s include the creation of numerous new research centers,
institutes, buildings—such as Wilsdorf Hall; the Mary and David Harrison Institute for
American History, Literature, and Culture; and the Albert and Shirley Small Special
Collections Library. In 2007 the Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy
was created by a gift from Frank Batten, Sr. The Batten School trains students for public
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service careers in domestic and international areas. Graduates assume leadership
positions in government, in the non-profit sector, and in selected private sector firms.
The University's new financial aid program, AccessUVa, was created in 2004 to keep
higher education affordable for U.Va. students. The program is in keeping with the
University's mission—as envisioned by Thomas Jefferson—to educate the public
citizenry as a basis for participating in a democratic republic.
(Above section taken directly from the University of Virginia’s website. Additional
information can be found at http://www.virginia.edu/uvatours/shorthistory/)
School of Medicine
The School of Medicine, the tenth medical school to be established in the United States,
was authorized by the University of Virginia Board of Visitors at its first meeting in
1819. The school was established as one of the University's original eight in 1824, and
opened in March 1825. The first degree offered at the University was that of the Doctor
of Medicine in 1828. Doctor of Medicine degrees have been awarded annually since that
time, except for the Civil War year 1862. The original faculty consisted of a single
professor, Dr. Robley Dunglison, whom Jefferson recruited from London in 1824.
Dunglison was the first full-time professor of medicine in the United States and a leader
in medical education. Unlike most other medical schools of the time, the School of
Medicine was an integral part of the University and its professors held full-time
appointments. The first dean of the school was appointed in 1904 as "Dean of the
Department of Medicine." It was not until 1952 that the title of the dean became "Dean of
the School of Medicine."
Today the school flourishes with a dedicated faculty, an outstanding student body, a
flexible and innovative curriculum, patient care of the highest quality, and biomedical
research programs nationally recognized for their stature and productivity. To supplement
their classroom work, medical students gain clinical experience at the University Medical
Center and affiliated hospitals and private offices throughout Virginia. After graduation,
interns and residents continue generalist and specialty training as housestaff in the best
hospitals throughout the United States.
Students in Ph.D. programs earn their degrees through the University's Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences. Those in the M.D./Ph.D. Program earn both a medical degree and a
doctorate in one of the biomedical science programs of the School of Medicine.
Postdoctoral scholars study and conduct research in the laboratories of School of
Medicine faculty members.
(Above section taken directly from the University of Virginia School of Medicine’s
website. Additional information can be found at
http://www.medicine.virginia.edu/administration/office-of-the-dean/about/factbook)
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Department of Public Health Sciences
The Department of Public Health Sciences (DPHS) was originally established in 1995 as
the Department of Health Evaluation Sciences. It was created to provide comprehensive
and multidisciplinary scientific and analytical services to the University of Virginia
Health System, as well as other components of the University. The initial business plan
described the development of an infrastructure designed to initiate, expand and enhance
clinical and translational research education and activities throughout the School of
Medicine rather than the traditional investigator-initiated model.
In 2002 with the arrival of a new dean and vice president, the department re-energized. It
added a new focus on population health, while also continuing its ongoing clinical
research and biomedical informatics activities. New senior leaders were recruited to head
biomedical informatics and biostatistics, and a new MPH program was established under
the direction of Ruth Gaare Bernheim. In 2005 the Department of Public Health Sciences
was adopted as the department's new name to reflect an expanded mission in clinical,
translational and population research and education. In 2007 the department contributed to
the establishment of a new Center for Public Health Genomics at the University of Virginia,
under the leadership of Stephen Rich, a Distinguished Board of Visitors Scholar.
DPHS continues its original mandate to provide support for students and investigators
throughout the School of Medicine and across University Grounds as they come together
to learn about and develop: (1) improved ways to evaluate the efficacy of new and
existing medical care and population health improvement practices, (2) the efficient and
fair delivery of health services and (3) community interventions in public health practice
and in health care policy.
The Department of Public Health Sciences, is comprised by 35 primary faculty, a number
of faculty who have secondary DPHS academic appointments, and a support staff of 13.
DPHS has four major divisions:


Biomedical Informatics: communications technology to support and analyze
biomedical research and health data.



Biostatistics: research and consulting on the application of statistical analyses to
biomedical research data. Biostatistics and Epidemiology provides statistical
support for many research projects at the University of Virginia.



Patient Outcomes, Policy & Epidemiologic Research: teaching, research and
community interventions in public health practice and health care policy.



Translational Research & Applied Statistics: expertise to help develop, foster and
lead discovery and innovation for translational science across the University of
Virginia.
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(Above section taken directly from the Department of Public Health Sciences’ website.
Additional information can be found at
http://www.medicine.virginia.edu/clinical/departments/phs)
Department of Surgery
In 1824, Thomas Jefferson recruited Dr. Robley Dunglison from England as the first
Professor of the Medical School. He arrived in 1825 roughly one month before the first
students appeared on campus. Dr. Thomas Johnson was appointed in 1827 as
"demonstrator of anatomy and surgery." He was elected "Professor of Anatomy and
Surgery" in July of 1831. At that time, 158 students were enrolled in the University of
which 38 were in the "Medical Department."
In 1886, the first "hospital" was opened in Charlottesville and known as "The Piedmont
Hospital." In 1889, Dr. Paul Barringer became Professor of Surgery. Dr. Barringer
foresaw the need for health facilities and worked diligently in fund raising and
architectural planning for a modern hospital in Charlottesville. Construction of the
present University of Virginia Hospital started in 1900 and the first wing was completed
in 1901 at a cost of approximately $50,000. In 1903, the south wing addition and, in
1907, the north wing addition of the original hospital were added. In 1907, Dr. Steven
Hurt Watts became Professor of Surgery and Gynecology. Dr. Watts was the first
chairman in the modern era of surgery at the University of Virginia. He had graduated
from the Johns Hopkins Medical School in 1901 and received his surgical training under
William Halsted. Dr. Watts headed the Department of Surgery and Gynecology for 21
years before he retired in 1928.
Dr. Edwin P. Lehman was Professor and Chair of Surgery from 1928 to 1953. During
that period of time recruitment of faculty and continued expansion of the hospital
progressed. In 1954, Dr. William H. Muller, who had trained at Johns Hopkins under
Alfred Blalock, was recruited from UCLA to chair the department. During his tenure as
chairman, the hospital and medical school essentially doubled in size with the addition of
a new "multistory" building and library space within the Medical School. Dr. Muller's
chairmanship at the University of Virginia culminated in his appointment as VicePresident for Health Affairs at which time he oversaw the building of the new present
University of Virginia complex and the development of the Health Sciences Center. Dr.
Muller was president of the American College of Surgeons in 1976.
In 1982, Dr. R. Scott Jones was recruited from Duke University as the Stephen H. Watts
Professor and Chair of the Department of Surgery. During Dr. Jones's tenure continued
growth and development occurred in programs which had a record of excellence at the
University including cardiothoracic, vascular, oncology, and general surgical with
specific emphasis in gastrointestinal disease. Additionally, many new programs including
the development of a Level I Trauma Center, critical care programs, solid organ
transplantation, and endocrine surgery were developed and have continued to grow.
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Dr. Irving Kron assumed the Chair of the Department on January 1, 2002. Dr. Kron
received his General Surgical training at Maine Medical Center and Cardiac Surgical
training at UVA. His laboratory has been funded by the NIH and the American Heart
Association for fifteen years.
Dr. Jones was President of the American College of Surgeons from 2002 to 2003. Dr.
Edward Laws, from the Department of Neurosurgery was President of the American
College of Surgeons from 2006 to 2007. Dr. Muller was president of the American
College of Surgeons in 1976, making UVA one of the few academic centers in the world
to have three faculty members serve as president of the College.
Currently the Department of Surgery recruits five categorical residents for a five year
program which includes the options for two additional years in the research laboratories.
The Department of Surgery currently has seven divisions; Cardiothoracic, Vascular
Surgery, General Surgery, Surgical Oncology, Pediatric Surgery, Transplant Surgery, and
Trauma/Acute Care Surgery. The Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery offers two
residency positions each year. Additionally, fellowships are available in Transplant
Surgery, Laparoscopic Surgery, Surgical Critical Care, and Vascular Surgery. All faculty
members are full-time faculty on tenure tracks with interests both in clinical research and
bench research. All faculty hold joint appointments at the Salem VA Hospital and many
are consultants in nearby regional hospitals including the Martha Jefferson Hospital and
the Augusta Medical Center.
(Above section taken directly from the Department of Surgery’s website. Additional
information can be found at
http://www.medicine.virginia.edu/clinical/departments/surgery)
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