
Director, Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR)

For more complete information, see http://www.jobs.nih.gov/vacancies/executive/directorobssr.htm

Due Date for Applications: September 30, 2009 (New Closing Date)

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is seeking exceptional candidates for the challenging 
position of Director, Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR). The Director, 
who also functions as the NIH Associate Director for Behavioral and Social Sciences Research, 
serves as the NIH focal point for establishing agency-wide policies and goals in behavioral and 
social sciences research, coordinates the activities undertaken in the performance of this 
research, and provides advice and staff support to the NIH Director, Deputy Director, and Division 
of Program Coordination, Planning, and Strategic Initiatives within the Office of the Director.
 
The position functions as a liaison between the NIH and the extramural behavioral and 
biomedical research communities; and with other Federal agencies, academic and scientific 
societies, national voluntary health agencies, the media, and the general public on matters 
pertaining to behavioral and social sciences research.

Specifically, the Director is responsible for: (1) advising the NIH Director and other key officials on 
matters relating to research on the role of behavioral and social factors in the promotion of health 
and prevention of disease; (2) fostering research projects in the behavioral and social sciences 
conducted or supported by the NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs); and (3) working collaboratively 
with the ICs to develop new research and training programs in the behavioral and social sciences. 
The Director, OBSSR, manages a staff, demonstrating commitment to work force diversity 
enhancement. The OBSSR employs approximately 14 full time positions: 9 scientific staff, 2 
program analysts, 1 communications specialist, and 2 support staff, and has a FY 2009 estimated 
budget of more than $27M.

-- 
Ronald P. Abeles, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the Director
Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research
Office of the Director
National Institutes of Health
Bldg. 31C, Rm. B1C19, MSC 2027
31 Center Drive
Bethesda, MD 20892-2027


